Poetry Award Winner: X.J. Kennedy
Kennedy, X.J. The Phantom Ice Cream Man: More Nonsense Verse.illus. David 
McPhail. New York: Atheneum, 1979. 
“My Mother’s Mad for Bargain Sales”

“A Confused Chameleon”
“Making Work for Father”
Kennedy, X.J. One Winter Night in August and Other Nonsense Jingles.illus. David 
McPhail. New York: Atheneum, 1975. 
“Unusual Shoelaces”
“Gumballs”

“Giant Snail”
“Instant Storm”
“Mechanical Menagerie”

“Exploding Gravy”

Kennedy, X.J. The Beasts of Bethlehem.. illus. Michael McCurdy. New York: Macmillan 
Publishing Company, 1992. 
“Snail”
1. Kennedy challenges our sense of what is true and proper to cast a new light what might be expected.
“Unusual Shoelaces” (19) People think the speaker is strange for tying his shoes with spaghetti. But with a defiant, cheery attitude, he states with a play on words, “but I’ll get by. I’ll use my noodle.” 
“Gumballs” (52) In this poem, it explains that gumballs come out of a machine. But, when it’s empty, “I pop my penny in my mouth and blow a giant penny.” It sounds like a great solution to solving the problem, if only it could happen which is why this poem does challenge what we do when we need to solve even a small problem. 

“My Mother’s Mad for Bargain Sales” (39) This poem about a mom who buys anything at a good price reminds me of my own mother. She will buy anything, even things we don’t need, if it is a good deal. Kennedy takes it to nonsense extremes to make his point clear. For example, she bought “an air-cooled sunspot-staining kit, some school clothes for my kitty, A map of Minneapolis, Far larger than its city.” 
2. Kennedy parodies the natural world and combines it with unnatural occurrences.
“Giant Snail” (23) As an uncle was digested by a snail, he disapproves and states, “I find this whole thing hardly moving.” Kennedy shows the uncle is less than thrilled, and at the same time, parodies the slowness of snails. 
“Snail” (17) A snail high on a beam in a manger sees the Baby Jesus through his “wobbling eyes” from high up on a beam where he is stuck observing. His bed is stuck to his back, which is convenient, and he (the snail) comments that the baby “had found an inn with room.” The natural characteristics of the snail are build into this poem, and we see the arrival of Jesus from its point of view.
“A Confused Chameleon” (9) In this short poem, a chameleon’s color is controlled by a bunch of confetti that he got hit with. Now, it’s having problems controlling its color adjustments. 
3. In Kennedy’s poems, a small unlikely event will sometimes lead to larger ones, and everyday activities grow into wild adventures.
“Instant Storm” (25) At the supermarket, next to the frozen peas, is “frozen French-friend thunder” along with other frozen natural forces such as raindrops and lightning bolts. At home, the food started to melt and caused a storm in the kitchen, complete with a rainbow that “spanned my two front burners.” A routine trip to the supermarket led to larger, nonsensical problems full of humor and unpredictability.
“Mechanical Menagerie” (30) An engineer uncle builds a robot rabbit. Slightly unusual, until the poem progresses and explains that this rabbit hides in street manholes and eats tinfoil lettuce. Other animal robots that he makes have special features also such as the “lightning bugs that come with plugs.”

“Exploding Gravy” (7) This poem begins with a child pouring gravy onto his mashed potatoes. All of a sudden, the gravy boat thought he was a navy boat and sent out explosives. With carrots flying through the air, the child states it is so silly, but now the child only eats chili.
“Making Work for Father” (42) Many people are fortunate enough to have a handy father. When something breaks, he will fix it. This poem describes a child who enjoys having his father fix his bike. But, these bike accidents are done on purpose because his father’s reaction is alarming and comical. His father, “in an awful tizzy, Swings the hound round till they both get dizzy…Growls, at my mink, Bites a big hole though the kitchen sink.” Then, the father will go and grab his tools, after he has let out this rage.

Kennedy’s poems are entertaining because they defy what the reader expects will happen. Essentially, the unpredictability in conjunction with his use of rhythm and rhyme entertain, startle, and make the reader wonder of the many ideas that he offers. This use of language lightens up any slightly controversial activities that he may write about. Kennedy states, “I believe that the hippitty-hop rhythm and tinkly rhymes of those lines may help tell the child, ‘This is only kidding--don't go jump in any volcanoes like that."

He is funny and usually focuses on a single subject or event, making his poems quick and easy to read. Readers can relate to these events or subjects, as they are everyday as one can see from the list of aforementioned poems: “Snails,” “Gumballs,” and “Unusual Shoelaces” to name a few. His poetry does echo some other poets such as Silverstein and Prelutsky. Both of these poets tend to focus on everyday subjects that younger readers can relate to and find humorous and unexpected. Many readers like to be surprised, and Kennedy surely comes up with off-the-wall ideas that challenge reader’s thoughts.
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